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nothing of the letter before it was mailed; very certain that if he knew anything he did not learn it from me. Whether I spoke with any others about the letter before sending it off, I do not now remember.
In connection with this matter I beg leave to state further: That on Saturday, May 28,1 had a brief interview with Gen. Gillmore, when he told me that he had some work for me to do in New York; which work was to superintend the printing of certain public documents that were to be published by Mr. Van Nostrand. That late in the evening of the same day I received a telegram from. Major Stackpole, informing me that my son William was very dangerously ill. That on my showing this telegram to Gen. Gillmore the next morning, he forthwith had an order made out and handed me, whereby I was to "proceed without delay to New York, to transact the business directed by the Commanding General." (I cannot now be positive as to the exact wording of the order, for, General, it was taken from me and retained by you at our interview last Monday.) That this order was accompanied by another permitting me to go to Boston on "private business," my family being then at Waltham, some eight miles from that city. That the next morning, May 30, I left Bermuda Hundred, hastened on as fast as I could, reached Boston on the morning of June 3, and there learned that my son had died the night before. That after staying at Waltham something over a week, I went with the surviving members of my family to Northampton, Mass., to the residence of my father-in-law, Mr. Henry Bright, where I remained till about the first of July.
When General Gillmore gave me the order aforesaid, he told me he would have the particular instructions as to what I was to do, and how to do it, written out and sent to Mr. Van Nostrand for me. Near the middle of June I wrote from Northampton to Mr. Van Nostrand, to know whether any instructions had come from Gen. Gillmore for me; to which he replied promptly that none such had come, and that if any should come he would let me know it at once. Thus the matter stood till about the first of July, when, as Gen. Gill-more had in the meantime been relieved of his command, so that I was no longer subject to his order, and as I was a good deal perplexed as to my duty, I went to New York, hoping to learn there what I ought to do; and there I remained till the receipt of Gen. Butler's order of July 3, requiring me to